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 Toward a Better Tomorrow 

 On Sunday evening, June 4th, 
FJS celebrated twenty years of 
Christian education in Cypress 
Hills. Over 200 students have 
attended FJS and 28 have 

graduated with a high school 
diploma, 22 of them with a 
Regents diploma. 
 Testimonies were shared by 
former students and teachers 
including Lisamarie Cruz, a first 
year student, and Jayquan 
Stevenson. Neither Cruz or 
Stevenson graduated from FJS, 
but both testified that the Bible 
teaching at FJS and especially the 
influence of caring teachers was 
instrumental in bringing them to 
a committed walk with Jesus after 
leaving school. 
 At the close of the program, 
Jim Gochnauer, principal, and his 
wife Ruthi were recognized for 
their twelve years of service at 
FJS. 
 Begun in the fall of 1997, FJS 
started with 13 students using the 

ACE system of individualized 
instruction from School of 
Tomorrow. Dwight Nisly was the 
first teacher assisted by Linda 
Hoover (now Herschberger). 

Dwight was joined shortly by his 
cousin Arlyn Nisly and the next 
year by Eleanor Allert and Karen 
Graybill. Of the four, both Nisly 
and Allert are still at FJS, Dwight 
as Assistant Principal and lower 
school teacher and Eleanor as 
Resource Room Instructor under 
the NYC Department of 
Education. 
 Board members Kevin Mast, 
Rich Schwartz, and Harlan 
Barnhart, along with their wives 
planned the delightful evening of 
fellowship and memories. Annlyn 
Kulp and Kencel Andrews 
gathered pictures from over the 
years for a video collage. 
 The celebration can be viewed 
on the FJS YouTube® Channel. 
Search "Followers of Jesus School" 
and click on the school logo. 
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3rd Quarter 
Honor Roll 

        

A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll (93%-96%) 
Kencel Andrews (12th) 
Vanessa Bedoya (4th) 
Madison Budhrij (3rd) 
Tiara Gonzalez (12th) 
Liam Herschberger (5th) 
Torii Holland (12th) 
Kelsey Mast (4th) 

 

B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll (85%-92%) 
David Benenson (6th) 
Heidi Bu (7th) 
Logan Herschberger (7th) 
Jaedon Mast (7th) 
Roberto Sifontes (12th) 
Isaiah Vega (10th) 
Keanna Wharwood (7th) 
 

 

4th Quarter 
Honor Roll 

        

A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll A Honor Roll (93%-96%) 
Vanessa Bedoya (4th) 
Liam Herschberger (5th) 
Logan Herschberger (7th) 
Kelsey Mast (4th) 

 

B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll B Honor Roll (85%-92%) 
Heidi Bu (7th) 
Jaedon Mast (7th) 
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Present and former teachers and students attending the 20th Anniversary 
Celebration on Sunday evening, June 4, 2017. 



The Footsteps is a 
periodic publication of: 
 

Followers of Jesus School 
3065 Atlantic Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11208 
TEL: (718) 235-5493 
FAX: (718) 484-1477 
E-mail: fjs@fjschool.org 
Web: www.fjschool.org 

Mr. Gochnauer – editor 

And the things you have heard 
me say in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to reliable 
men who will also be qualified 
to teach others. 2 Tim. 2:2 (NIV) 

FJS is a ministry of Followers 
of Jesus Mennonite Church. 

School Board 
Accepting 

Applications 
for Principal 

 

 FJS continues to 
search for a principal. 
Following Jim Goch-
nauer's twelve years of 
service, former principal 
Richard Schwartz has 
agreed to step in as in-
terim principal until a 
long-term principal can 
be found. 
 Men who love the 
Lord, love people, and 
have experience and in-
terest in teaching, 
should contact board 
chairman, Kevin Mast at 
646-358-5850 (cell) or 
kevinraymast@gmail.com 
(email) for more informa-
tion. You can also con-
tact Rich Schwartz at 
uwriterich@gmail.com or 
347-413-0330 (cell). 
 If you know of some-
one you would recom-
mend for the position, 
please pass on your sug-
gestions. 

 Five FJS students were awarded 
their high school diplomas on 
Saturday, 17 June. 
 Angel Vasquez delivered the 
graduation address, challenging the 
students to build their foundation on 

Jesus Christ and to persevere and 
hold on to faith and hope through 
difficult times.  
 Based on their Regents tests 
scores through the junior year, Dina 
Bu and Torii Holland were awarded 
the Scholarship for Academic 
Excellence from the NYS 
Department of Education. Bu 
received a $1,500.00 award and Torii 
a $500.00 award. 

 Bu presented the Senior Address 
reminding her classmates life has its 
difficult moments but that, in God's 
providence, everything happens for a 
reason. 
 Kencel Andrews, Torii Holland, 

and Robert Sifontes presented 
memories from their years at FJS. 
 This fall, Bu plans to attend 
SUNY – Geneseo, majoring in 
Biology. Sifontes will attend 
Lancaster Bible College as a Biblical 
Counseling major. 
 The complete ceremony can be 
viewed on the FJS YouTube® 
Channel. 

FJS Graduates Five in Class of '17 

Class of 2017 (from left) – Tiara Gonzalez, Dina Bu, Kencel Andrews, Robert Sifontes, 
and Torii Holland 

On a rainy Saturday in May, FJS participated in the ACSI Middle and High School 
Track Meet in Bangor, PA, for the first time. Coach Lowell Herschberger (left) and 
principal Jim Gochnauer (right) were joined by (from left) Nicholas Bueno-Rivera, 
Logan Herschberger, Robert Sifontes, Christian Bueno Rivera, and David Beneson 



 Six FJS high school students 
and one homeschooler visited 
Washington, D.C. in March, 
continuing a tradition for the 
government class. 
 The first day was spent in the  
Capitol area, visiting the office of 
Congresswoman Velasquez and 
touring the Capitol building 
including a visit to the House 
chamber. Several students found 
the afternoon tour of the Library 
of Congress to be the most 
interesting and awe-inspiring 
part of the trip. 
 The Thursday evening 
monuments walk included the 
Lincoln Memorial and Vietnam 
Veteran's Memorial where 
students were shown how visitors 
make a rubbing on the names on 
the wall to remember family and 
friends lost in the war. 

 Friday morning dawned rainy 
and students needed umbrellas 
to see the White House and walk 
to the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing to watch money being 
made. 
 After visiting various of the 
Smithsonian museums on Friday 

afternoon, the group enjoyed 
viewing the Changing the Guard 
at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier before travelling home on 
Saturday morning. 

U. S. Government Class 
Visits Washington, D.C. 

Partial Building 
Renovation 

Approved 
    

 This spring, the FJMC 
congregation approved 
beginning the long-anticipated 
renovation to the property. 
 The renovation moves the 
school and Sunday School 
classrooms from the middle 
floor to the top floor. The 
middle floor will be gutted to 
make room for the church 
sanctuary, leaving the base-
ment for rest rooms and a 
fellowship hall. 
 The approved first phase 
will provide four classrooms on 
the top floor. Construction is 
expected to begin this summer 
as soon as a general contractor 
is selected. 
 Friends of FJS are invited Friends of FJS are invited Friends of FJS are invited Friends of FJS are invited 
to partner with FJMC in the to partner with FJMC in the to partner with FJMC in the to partner with FJMC in the 
costs of construction for the costs of construction for the costs of construction for the costs of construction for the 
school classrooms. school classrooms. school classrooms. school classrooms. Already 
several significant gifts have 
been received for which we are 
very grateful. 
 Donors can send a check 
payable to "Followers of Jesus 
School" to the school address. 
Be sure to note "for renovation" 
on the memo line. 
 Alternatively, contributors 
can donate online through the 
school website and click on  
"Donations" on the menu bar, 
or through PayPal®. Click 
"Send money to friends and 
family" and use the email 
<fjs@fjschool.org>. Be sure to 
note that the donation is for 
the FJS renovation or send us 
an email letting us know. 
 We are excited to finally 
reach this first step in pro-
viding adequate classroom 
facilities for the school 
students. Pray for 
wisdom for us as the 
project proceeds. 

Suarez Graduates 
from 8th Grade 

 Josue Suarez, the only FJS 
8th grader this year, received his 
8th grade diploma during the 
annual Awards Ceremony and 
8th Grade Graduation on Friday 
morning, 9 June. 
 For the 
graduation 
address, prin-
cipal Jim 
Gochnauer 
used the 
theme of the 
song "Dare to 
Be a Daniel," 
selected by 
Suarez, to 
dare the stu-
dents to be-
lieve on Jesus as their Savior 
and dare to dream God's dreams 
for their future. 
 

Luna Graduates 
from Nyack 

 FJS alumna Lazarina Luna 
('11) graduated from Nyack Col-
lege – NYC Campus in May 2017 
with a B.S. in Social Work. 
 In June 2011, Luna was the 
first FJS graduate to complete 
her high school education in 
three years. 
 FJS congratulates Lazarina 
on her completion of four years of 
college and wishes her the best 
as she seeks God's direction for 
the future. 

Josue Suarez 

Robert Sinfotes and Kencel Andrews 
gaze at the home of our president 



Schwartz Assumes Role as Interim Principal 
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 Former principal, Richard C. 
Schwartz, is assuming the role of 
interim principal until a long-
term principal can be found. 
 Schwartz was the second 
principal at FJS from fall 2001 to 
the summer of 2005 following 
first principal Arlyn Nisly. He 
stepped aside from that 
responsibility when Followers of 
Jesus Mennonite Church (FJMC) 
called him to the position of 
assistant pastor, transferring the 
administrative responsibility to 
Jim Gochnauer. Several years 

later, Schwartz was installed as 
lead pastor at FJMC, a position 
he held until last month. 
 Sensing God's call to be 
involved in a church plant in 
another community, Pastor Rich 
requested that the congregation 
release him from his position as 
lead pastor to more actively 
pursue God's direction for a place 
of future ministry. Last month, 
June 2017, assistant pastor 
Jonathan Kulp was installed as 
lead pastor, freeing Pastor Rich 
and his family to prepare to move 

away from Cypress Hills next 
summer. 
 In the meantime, Schwartz 
has agreed to serve as interim 
principal. He emphatically stated, 
"I do not intend this to be a long-
term position. As soon as a 
suitable person is found to take 
my place, I will step aside." 
 FJS requests your prayers for 
Pastor Rich (now Mr. Schwartz) 
and the Schwartz family as they 
face this time of transition and 
discernment. 
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Mark Your 
Calendar 

    

August 30August 30August 30August 30----31313131    
 Parent OrientationParent OrientationParent OrientationParent Orientation, 7:00 

pm. Parents attend one of 
the two nights. Dates to be 
confirmed. 

 
Sept 4Sept 4Sept 4Sept 4    
    Labor DayLabor DayLabor DayLabor Day    
 
Sept 6Sept 6Sept 6Sept 6    
    First day of school,First day of school,First day of school,First day of school, 1:30 

p.m. dismissal 


